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My research question is “Is it difficult to find a parking spot at Bruce Campus of the University of Canberra during semester days?” To answer this question I will be investigating the parking situation around Bruce campus of the University of Canberra. The data collection will take place during the day and during semester time when the classes are on because that is the time when finding a parking spot is most difficult. 
Receiving an offer letter to study at the University of Canberra was an exciting time in my life. I started my degree course two years ago. At the beginning parking on campus was not so bad. One will spend about 10 to 15 minutes in finding a car park during the day. If arriving early morning, parking was no problem at all and that still seems to be the case for early starters. 
Lately university has increased its student intake. This has resulted in number of students increasing many folds but number of car parks remaining the same. UC also has many new buildings built in recent years. The grounds where these buildings are built used to be parking grounds. There is no built in parking in the new buildings either. It has become a real problem for students like me as most of my classes are during the day after 10.00am. Most of the car parks are full by that time and it takes hours to find a parking spot. Due to my work commitments, I am not able to arrive at an earlier time. This year I have found myself circling around the car parks sometime for nearly an hour in an attempt to be able to find a legal parking place. 
Upon inquiry, I found out that student union has raised this issue with university management many times but there seems to be very little effort by the management to resolve this problem. However student union plans to keep trying. 
I decided to support the student union efforts by collecting some data around the car parks on campus. I have day classes all five study days of the week and I arrive on campus around mid-day. This makes me an ideal candidate to represent the student group who are in my situation. 
 For this study, I will collect data for four weeks by noting down the time between arrival at the university gates and car parked in a parking spot. This will apply to parking my car legally in any of the campus car parks. 
I am expecting that data collection will not be difficult in this observational study but I have been in a situation where I was not able to find a parking and ended up parking illegally because I did not want to be late for my lecture. I am hoping that I can avoid that situation in my observational study. I am planning to have a slightly early start so that I will not be late for my lecture. 
